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Bohemia and the Austrian monarchy 

Lesson Plan 

1) Before the lessons 

• Prepare some pieces of paper and stick them together 

• Draw the time line on the paper. You can also divide the line in the periods 

(Without dates!) 

2) Introduction 

• Write these dates on the blackboard or flipchart to be shown to all pupils: 

� 1526 

� 1583 

� 1618 – 1620 

� 1775 

� 1791 

� 1848 

� 1866 

� 1867 

� 1914 

� 1918 

3) Time line  

• Divide the class in the 8 groups 

• Each group gets one topic: 

� Groups with less gifted pupils: 

� Ferdinand I 

� Rudolf II 

� Groups with normal pupils: 

� Leopold II 

� 1848 
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� Austro – Prussian war 

� Groups with well gifted pupils: 

� 1618 – 1620 

� Maria Theresa 

� Austro – Hungarian Empire 

• Hand out the Worksheets Nr. 1 – 8. Each group gets one Worksheet. 

• All groups complete prepared timeline.  

• Check their work continuously.  

4) Check - in 

• If all the groups finished work, check the information in the timeline. 

5) Reflection 

• Put the attention back to dates written at the beginning of lesson. 

• Pupils write the information to the dates. 

• Check the correct answers together. 
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Bohemia and the Austrian monarchy 

Ferdinand I.  

Ferdinand was born in Alcalá de Henares, 40 km from Madrid, the son of the future 

Queen of Castile Infanta Joanna ("Joanna the Mad") and Habsburg Archduke Philip 

the Handsome, Duke of Burgundy and future King of Castile, who was heir to 

Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor. Ferdinand shared his birthday with his maternal 

grandfather Ferdinand II of Aragon. 

Charles entrusted Ferdinand with the government of the Austrian hereditary lands, 

roughly modern-day Austria and Slovenia. Ferdinand was Archduke of Austria from 

1521 to 1564. 

After the death of his brother–in–law Louis II, Ferdinand ruled as King of Bohemia 

and Hungary (1526–1564). 

In 1547 the Bohemian Estates rebelled against Ferdinand after he had ordered the 

Bohemian army to move against the German Protestants. After suppressing Prague 

with the help of his brother Charles V's Spanish forces, he retaliated by limiting the 

privileges of Bohemian cities and inserting a new bureaucracy of royal officials to 

control urban authorities. Ferdinand was a supporter of the Counter-Reformation and 

helped lead the Catholic response against what he saw as the heretical tide of 

Protestantism. For example, in 1551 he invited the Jesuits to Vienna and in 1556 to 

Prague. Finally, in 1561 Ferdinand revived the Archdiocese of Prague, which had 

been previously liquidated due to the success of the Protestants. 

Ferdinand died in Vienna and is buried in St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague. 

Rudolf and Matthias 

Rudolf was born in Vienna on 18th July 1552. He was the eldest son and successor of 

Maximilian II, Holy Roman Emperor, King of Bohemia, and King of Hungary and 

Croatia. His mother was Maria of Spain, a daughter of Charles V and Isabella of 

Portugal. 
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Rudolf spent eight formative years, from age 11 to 19 (1563–1571), in Spain, at the 

court of his maternal uncle Phillip II. After his return to Vienna, his father was 

concerned about Rudolf's aloof and stiff manner, typical of the more conservative 

Spanish court, rather than the more relaxed and open Austrian court; but his Spanish 

mother saw in him courtliness and refinement. Rudolf would remain for the rest of 

his life reserved, secretive, and largely a homebody who did not like to travel or even 

partake in the daily affairs of state. He was more intrigued by occult learning such as 

astrology and alchemy, which was mainstream in the Renaissance period, and had a 

wide variety of personal hobbies such as horses, clocks, collecting rarities, and being 

a patron of the arts. 

Rudolf moved the Habsburg capital from Vienna to Prague in 1583. 

Rudolf died in 1612, nine months after he had been stripped of all effective power by 

his younger brother, except the empty title of Holy Roman Emperor, to which 

Matthias was elected five months later. He died unmarried. 

The Bohemian revolt and the Battle of White Mountain (1618–1621) 

Without heirs, Emperor Matthias sought to assure an orderly transition during his 

lifetime by having his dynastic heir (the fiercely Catholic Ferdinand of Styria, later 

Ferdinand II, Holy Roman Emperor) elected to the separate royal thrones of Bohemia 

and Hungary. Some of the Protestant leaders of Bohemia feared they would be 

losing the religious rights granted to them by Emperor Rudolf II in his Letter of 

Majesty. They preferred the Protestant Frederick V, elector of the Palatinate 

(successor of Frederick IV, the creator of the League of Evangelical Union). However, 

other Protestants supported the stance taken by the Catholics, and in 1617, 

Ferdinand was duly elected by the Bohemian estates to become the Crown Prince, 

and automatically upon the death of Matthias, the next King of Bohemia. 

The king-elect then sent two Catholic councillors (Vilem Slavata of Chlum and 

Jaroslav Borzita of Martinice) as his representatives to Hradčany castle in Prague in 

May 1618. Ferdinand had wanted them to administer the government in his absence. 
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According to legend, the Bohemian suddenly seized them, subjected them to a mock 

trial, and threw them out of the palace window, which was some 50 feet off the 

ground. Remarkably, they survived unharmed. 

This event, known as the (Second) Defenestration of Prague, started the Bohemian 

Revolt. Soon afterward, the Bohemian conflict spread through all of the Lands of the 

Bohemian Crown, including Bohemia, Silesia, Lusatia, and Moravia. Moravia was 

already embroiled in a conflict between Catholics and Protestants. The religious 

conflict eventually spread across the whole continent of Europe, involving France, 

Sweden, and a number of other countries.  

Had the Bohemian rebellion remained a local conflict, the war could have been over 

in fewer than thirty months. However, the death of Emperor Matthias emboldened 

the rebellious Protestant leaders, who had been on the verge of a settlement. The 

weaknesses of both Ferdinand (now officially on the throne after the death of 

Emperor Matthias) and of the Bohemians themselves led to the spread of the war to 

western Germany. Ferdinand was compelled to call on his nephew, King Philip IV of 

Spain, for assistance. 

The Bohemians, desperate for allies against the Emperor, applied to be admitted into 

the Protestant Union, which was led by their original candidate for the Bohemian 

throne, the Calvinist Frederick V, Elector Palatine. The Bohemians hinted Frederick 

would become King of Bohemia if he allowed them to join the Union and come under 

its protection. However, similar offers were made by other members of the Bohemian 

Estates to the Duke of Savoy, the Elector of Saxony, and the Prince of Transylvania. 

The Austrians, who seemed to have intercepted every letter leaving Prague, made 

these duplicities public. This unravelled much of the support for the Bohemians, 

particularly in the court of Saxony. The rebellion initially favoured the Bohemians. 

They were joined in the revolt by much of Upper Austria, whose nobility was then 

chiefly Lutheran and Calvinist. Lower Austria revolted soon after, and in 1619, Count 

Thurn led an army to the walls of Vienna itself. 
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The Battle of White Mountain, 8th November 1620 (Bílá hora is the name of White 

Mountain in Czech) was an early battle in the Thirty Years War in which an army of 

30,000 Bohemians and mercenaries under Christian of Anhalt were routed by 27,000 

men of the combined armies of Ferdinand II, Holy Roman Emperor under Charles 

Bonaventure de Longueval, Count of Bucquoy and of the German Catholic League 

under Johann Tserclaes, Count of Tilly at Bílá Hora, near Prague (now part of the 

city). The battle marked the end of the Bohemian period of the Thirty Years' War. 

Battle 

The Bohemian estates organized an army of 30,000 men in determination to fight for 

their liberties, as they saw them. Ferdinand II set to make an example of this 

Bohemian Revolt and countered the Bohemian Army by sending 25,000 men, many 

of them seasoned soldiers, to crush the revolt. They included the future philosopher 

Renee Descartes. These trained soldiers were under the leadership of Catholic 

Spanish-Flemish nobleman, Field Marshall Johann Tserclaes, Count of Tilly. The army 

made straight for Prague, the capital of Bohemia, which was in the hands of the 

rebels. The Bohemian army attempted to block the Imperial army by setting up a 

defensive position on a hill. The Imperial army simply ignored the Bohemian army 

however, and bypassed the hill. Christian of Anhalt then force-marched the 

Bohemian army and managed to get ahead of the Imperial army just before Prague. 

The Bohemian army again tried to set up a defensive position, but had little time, 

and morale was low. As the Imperial army approached, Tilly divided his men into two 

distinct squads: The Imperials and the Catholic League (German) troops. The 

Catholics, Ferdinand’s army, pushed forth without great bombardment of artillery. 

Anhalt opened the battle by sending forward infantry and cavalry, led by Anhalt's 

son. The cavalry charged into the Imperial infantry, causing significant casualties. 

Tilly however, quickly brought up his own Cavalry, forcing the Bohemian cavalry to 

retire. The Bohemian infantry, who was only now approaching the Imperial army, 

saw the Cavalry retreating, at which they fired one volley at extreme range before 

retreating themselves. The Catholic Imperial Cavalry amounted to 400 or so, circled 

the Protestant forces pushing them closer into the middle of the battle. With the 
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Bohemian army already at a low morale, company after company started retreating, 

most without having even entered the battle. With the Protestant forces steadily 

diminishing Tilly and his 400 Imperial cavalrymen moved with the 2000 hussars 

which the Bavarians had brought to the battle. Tilly’s men steadily pushed the rebel 

forces back to the Star Palace where the rebels tried to establish a final defence but 

failed. The Battle of White Mountain was more of a skirmish than a fully-fledged 

battle. The Bohemian army was no match for King Ferdinand II trained soldiers, and 

the actual battle only lasted an hour and left the Bohemian army devastated. The 

Protestant army was non-existent by the end of the battle. Some 4,000 Protestants 

were killed or captured. The Catholic losses amounted to roughly 800.  

Survivors of the battle soon reached Prague, causing a general panic. Some rebel 

commanders tried to set up a defense, but they received little support. Frederick V of 

Bohemia and his entourage, leaving the crown jewels behind, slipped out of Prague 

quietly, disappearing into the stream of refugees who were fleeing the imminent 

Imperial takeover of Prague. When the Imperial army arrived, it was able to enter 

Prague without resistance. 

As the victor of the battle, King Ferdinand immediately turned to his council on 

questions arising from extravagant success of the recent battle on the international 

situation and on internal (Bohemian and Palatinate) politics. Ferdinand’s council 

believed in the centralization of power in all regions of his lands. It was sought to use 

the defeat at the Battle of White Mountain as a defense of his ultimate goal of 

centralized power in the Estates of the realm. The defeat left the estates lacking in 

self-confidence and left them without any defensive stand. Ferdinand’s council 

wanted to declare the throne hereditary thus removing the election liberties of the 

estates and to expel several Protestant Lords from the estates thus leaving the 

religious and domestic and political rebellion inactive.  

With the Bohemian army destroyed, Tilly entered Prague and the revolt broke down. 

King Frederick with his wife Elizabeth fled the country (hence his nickname the 

Winter King), and many citizens welcomed the restoration of Catholicism. Forty-

seven noble leaders of the insurrection were tried, and twenty-seven were executed 
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on what is called "the Day of Blood" by Protestants at Prague's Old Town Square. 

Amongst those executed were Kryštof Harant and Jan Jesenius. Today, 27 crosses 

have been inlaid in the cobblestone as a tribute to those victims. An estimated five-

sixths of the Bohemian nobility went into exile soon after the Battle of White 

Mountain, and their properties were confiscated. Before the war about 151,000 

farmsteads existed in the Lands of Bohemian Crown, while only 50,000 remained 

after the year 1648. The number of inhabitants decreased from 3 million to 800,000. 

The Thirty Years War had still another 28 years to run, and Bohemia was often the 

scene of much bloodshed. 

But there was still a strong Protestant army in Silesia under the command of Johann 

Georg of Hohenzollern, Duke of Brandenburg-Jägerndorf which continued fighting 

the Imperial army in Moravia and in what today is Slovakia until 1623. 

In 1621, the Emperor ordered all Calvinists and other non-Lutherans to leave the 

realm in 3 days or to convert to Catholicism. Next year, he also ordered all Lutherans 

(who primarily had not been involved in the revolt) to convert or leave the country. 

By 1627, Archbishop Harrach of Prague and Jaroslav Borzita of Martinice set out to 

peacefully convert the heretics as they were termed; most Bohemians converted, but 

a significant Protestant minority remained. Spanish troops, seeking to encircle their 

rebellious Dutch provinces, seized the Palatinate electoral lands. With the prospect of 

Protestantism being overrun in Germany, Denmark entered the struggle. Sweden 

was to join the Protestant forces in 1630. 

Maria Theresa and Joseph II 

Maria Theresa Walburga Amalia Christina (German: Maria Theresia Walburga Amalia 

Christina) (13th May 1717 – 29th November 1780) was the only female ruler of the 

Habsburg dominions and the last of the House of Habsburg. She was the sovereign 

of Austria, Hungary, Croatia, Bohemia, Mantua, Milan, Lodomeria and Galicia, the 

Austrian Netherlands and Parma. By marriage, she was Duchess of Lorraine, Grand 

Duchess of Tuscany and Holy Roman Empress.  
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She started her 40-year reign when her father, Emperor Charles VI, died in October 

1740. Charles VI paved the way for her accession with the Pragmatic Sanction of 

1713, as the Habsburg lands were bound by Salic law which prevented female 

succession. Upon the death of her father, Saxony, Prussia, Bavaria and France 

repudiated the sanction they had recognised during his lifetime. Prussia proceeded to 

invade the affluent Habsburg province of Silesia, sparking a nine-year conflict known 

as the War of the Austrian Succession. Maria Theresa would later unsuccessfully try 

to reconquer Silesia during the Seven Years' War. 

She married Francis Stephen of Lorraine and had sixteen children, including Queen 

Marie Antoinette of France, Queen Maria Carolina of Naples, Duchess Maria Amalia of 

Parma and two Holy Roman Emperors, Joseph II and Leopold II. Though she was 

expected to cede power to Francis and Joseph, both of whom were officially her co-

rulers in Austria and Bohemia, Maria Theresa was the absolute sovereign who ruled 

by the counsel of her advisers. She criticised and disapproved of many of Joseph's 

actions. Although she is considered to have been intellectually inferior to both Joseph 

and Leopold, Maria Theresa understood the importance of her public persona and 

was able to simultaneously evoke both esteem and affection from her subjects.  

Maria Theresa promulgated financial and educational reforms, with the assistance of 

Count Friedrich Wilhelm von Haugwitz and Gottfried van Swieten, promoted 

commerce and the development of agriculture, and reorganised Austria's ramshackle 

military, all of which strengthened Austria's international standing. However, she 

refused to allow religious toleration and contemporary travellers thought her regime 

was bigoted and superstitious. As a young monarch who fought two dynastic wars, 

she believed that her cause should be the cause of her subjects, but in her later 

years she would believe that their cause must be hers. 

Reforms 

Aware of the inadequacy of bureaucracy in Austria and, in order to improve it, Maria 

Theresa reformed education in 1775. In a new school system based on the Prussian 

one, all children of both genders from the ages of six to twelve had to attend school. 
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Education reform was met with hostility from many villages; Maria Theresa crushed 

the dissent by ordering the arrest of all those opposed. Although the idea had merit, 

the reforms were not as successful as they were expected to be; in some parts of 

Austria, half of the population was illiterate well into the 19th century.  

The empress permitted non-Catholics to attend university and allowed the 

introduction of secular subjects (such as law), which influenced the decline of 

theology as the main foundation of university education.  

Joseph II (Joseph Benedikt Anton Michael Adam; 13th March 1741 – 20 February 

1790) was Holy Roman Emperor from 1765 to 1790 and ruler of the Habsburg lands 

from 1780 to 1790. He was the eldest son of Empress Maria Theresa and her 

husband, Francis I. He was thus the first ruler in the Austrian dominions of the 

House of Lorraine, styled Habsburg-Lorraine (von Habsburg-Lothringen in German). 

Joseph was a proponent of enlightened absolutism; however, his commitment to 

modernizing reforms subsequently engendered significant opposition, which 

eventually culminated in an ultimate failure to fully implement his programmes. He 

has been ranked, with Catherine II of Russia and Frederick II of Prussia, as one of 

the three great Enlightenment monarchs. His policies are now known as Josephinism. 

He died sonless and was succeeded by his younger brother, Leopold. 

Reforms 

The busy Joseph inspired a complete reform of the legal system, abolished brutal 

punishments and the death penalty in most instances, and imposed the principle of 

complete equality of treatment for all offenders. He ended censorship of the press 

and theatre. 

In 1781–82 he extended full legal freedom to serfs. Rentals paid by peasants were to 

be regulated by officials of the crown and taxes were levied upon all income derived 

from land. The landlords, however, found their economic position threatened, and 

eventually reversed the policy. Indeed, in Hungary and Transylvania, the resistance 

of the magnates was such that Joseph had to content himself for a while with 
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halfway measures. Of the five million Hungarians, 40,000 were nobles, of whom 

4,000 were magnates who owned and ruled the land; most of the remainder were 

serfs legally tied to particular estates. After the collapse of the peasant revolt of 

Horea, 1784–85, in which over a hundred nobles were killed, the emperor acted. His 

Imperial Patent of 1785 abolished serfdom but did not give the peasants ownership 

of the land or freedom from dues owed to the landowning nobles. It did give them 

personal freedom. Emancipation of the peasants from the kingdom of Hungary 

promoted the growth of a new class of taxable landholders, but it did not abolish the 

deep-seated ills of feudalism and the exploitation of the landless squatters. 

Feudalism finally ended in 1848.  

To equalize the incidence of taxation, Joseph caused an appraisal of all the lands of 

the empire to be made so that he might impose a single and egalitarian tax on land. 

The goal was to modernize the relationship of dependence between the landowners 

and peasantry, relieve some of the tax burden on the peasantry, and increase state 

revenues. Joseph looked on the tax and land reforms as being interconnected and 

strove to implement them at the same time. The various commissions he established 

to formulate and carry out the reforms met resistance among the nobility, the 

peasantry, and some officials. Most of the reforms were abrogated shortly before or 

after Joseph's death in 1790; they were doomed to failure from the start because 

they tried to change too much in too short a time, and tried to radically alter the 

traditional customs and relationships that the villagers had long depended upon. 

In the cities the new economic principles of the Enlightenment called for the 

destruction of the autonomous guilds, already weakened during the age of 

mercantilism. Joseph II's tax reforms and the institution of Katastralgemeinde (tax 

districts for the large estates) served this purpose, and new factory privileges ended 

guild rights while customs laws aimed at economic unity. Physiocratic influence also 

led to the inclusion of agriculture in these reforms. 
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 Education and medicine 

To produce a literate citizenry, elementary education was made compulsory for all 

boys and girls, and higher education on practical lines was offered for a select few. 

He created scholarships for talented poor students, and allowed the establishment of 

schools for Jews and other religious minorities. In 1784 he ordered that the country 

change its language of instruction from Latin to German, a highly controversial step 

in a multilingual empire. 

By the 18th century, centralization was the trend in medicine because more and 

better educated doctors were requesting improved facilities. Cities lacked the 

budgets to fund local hospitals, and the monarchy wanted to end costly epidemics 

and quarantines. Joseph attempted to centralize medical care in Vienna through the 

construction of a single, large hospital, the famous Allgemeines Krankenhaus, which 

opened in 1784. Centralization, however, worsened sanitation problems causing 

epidemics and a 20% death rate in the new hospital, but the city became preeminent 

in the medical field in the next century.  

Religion 

Joseph's policy of religious toleration was the most advanced of any state in Europe. 

Probably the most unpopular of all his reforms was his attempted modernization of 

the highly traditional Catholic Church which in ancient times had helped establish the 

Holy Roman Empire beginning with Charlemagne. Calling himself the guardian of 

Catholicism, Joseph II struck vigorously at papal power. He tried to make the 

Catholic Church in his empire the tool of the state, independent of Rome. Clergymen 

were deprived of the tithe and ordered to study in seminaries under government 

supervision, while bishops had to take a formal oath of loyalty to the crown. He 

financed the large increase in bishoprics, parishes, and secular clergy by extensive 

sales of monastic lands. As a man of the Enlightenment he ridiculed the 

contemplative monastic orders, which he considered unproductive. Accordingly, he 

suppressed a third of the monasteries (over 700 were closed) and reduced the 
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number of monks and nuns from 65,000 to 27,000. The Church's ecclesiastical 

tribunals were abolished and marriage was defined as a civil contract outside the 

jurisdiction of the Church. 

Joseph sharply cut the number of holy days to be observed in the Empire and 

ordered ornamentation in churches to be reduced. He forcibly simplified the manner 

in which the Mass (the central Catholic act of worship) was celebrated. Opponents of 

the reforms blamed them for revealing Protestant tendencies, with the rise of 

Enlightenment rationalism and the emergence of a liberal class of bourgeois officials. 

Anti-clericalism emerged and persisted, while the traditional Catholics were energized 

in opposition to the emperor. 

His anticlerical and liberal innovations induced Pope Pius VI to pay him a visit in July 

1782. Joseph received the Pope politely and showed himself a good Catholic, but 

refused to be influenced. On the other hand, Joseph was very friendly to 

Freemasonry, as he found it highly compatible with his own Enlightenment 

philosophy, although he apparently never joined the Lodge himself. Joining 

Freemasonry, as it is today, was also forbidden to Catholics by canon law then as 

well. Joseph's feelings towards religion are reflected in a witticism he once spoke in 

Paris. While being given a tour of the Sorbonne's library, the archivist took Joseph to 

a dark room containing religious documents, and lamented the lack of light which 

prevented Joseph from being able to read them. Joseph put the man at rest by 

saying "Ah, when it comes to religion, there is never much light". Thus, Joseph was 

undoubtedly a much laxer Catholic than his mother, perhaps even to the point of 

being Catholic in name only simply because it was a requirement for the throne. 

A medal minted during the reign of Josef II, commemorating his grant of religious 

liberty to Jews and Protestants. 

In 1789 he issued a charter of religious toleration for the Jews of Galicia, a region 

with a large Yiddish-speaking traditional Jewish population. The charter abolished 

communal autonomy whereby the Jews controlled their internal affairs; it promoted 

Germanization and the wearing of non-Jewish clothing. 
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Leopold II 

Leopold II (5th May 1747 – 1st March 1792), born Peter Leopold Joseph Anton 

Joachim Pius Gotthard, was Holy Roman Emperor and King of Hungary and Bohemia 

from 1790 to 1792, Archduke of Austria and Grand Duke of Tuscany from 1765 to 

1790. He was a son of Emperor Francis I and his wife, Empress Maria Theresa. 

Leopold was a moderate proponent of enlightened absolutism.  

Leopold, during his government in Tuscany, had shown a speculative tendency to 

grant his subjects a constitution. When he succeeded to the Austrian lands, he began 

by making large concessions to the interests offended by his brother's innovations. 

He recognized the Estates of his different dominions as "the pillars of the monarchy", 

pacified the Hungarians and Bohemians, and divided the insurgents in the Austrian 

Netherlands (now Belgium) by means of concessions. When these failed to restore 

order, he marched troops into the country and re-established his own authority, and 

at the same time the historic franchises of the Flemings. Yet he did not surrender 

any part that could be retained of what Maria Theresa and Joseph had done to 

strengthen the hands of the state. He continued, for instance, to insist that no papal 

bull could be published in his dominions without his consent (placetum regium). One 

of the harshest actions Leopold took to placate the noble communities of the various 

Habsburg domains was to issue a decree on 9th May 1790, that forced thousands of 

Bohemian serfs freed by his brother Joseph back into servitude. 

On 25th August 1791, he met the king of Prussia at Pillnitz, near Dresden, and they 

drew up a declaration of their readiness to intervene in France if and when their 

assistance was called for by the other powers. The declaration was a mere formality, 

for, as Leopold knew, neither Russia nor England was prepared to act, and he 

endeavoured to guard against the use which he foresaw the emigrants would 

endeavour to make of it. In face of the agitation caused by the Pillnitz declaration in 

France, the intrigues of the emigrants, and the attacks made by the French 

revolutionists on the rights of the German princes in Alsace, Leopold continued to 

hope that intervention might not be required. When Louis XVI swore to observe the 

constitution of September 1791, the emperor professed to think that a settlement 
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had been reached in France. The attacks on the rights of the German princes on the 

left bank of the Rhine, and the increasing violence of the parties in Paris which were 

agitating to bring about war, soon showed, however, that this hope was vain. 

Leopold meant to meet the challenge of the revolutionists in France with dignity and 

temper, however the effect of the Declaration of Pillnitz was to contribute to the 

radicalization of their political movement. 

He died suddenly in Vienna, in March 1792, although some claimed he was poisoned.  

Like his parents before him, Leopold had sixteen children, the eldest of his eight sons 

being his successor, the Emperor Francis II. Some of his other sons were prominent 

personages in their day. Among them were: Ferdinand III, Grand Duke of Tuscany; 

the Archduke Charles of Austria, a celebrated soldier; the Archduke Johann of 

Austria, also a soldier; the Archduke Joseph, Palatine of Hungary; and the Archduke 

Rainer, Viceroy of Lombardy-Venetia. 

Mozart's opera La clemenza di Tito was commissioned by the Estates of Bohemia to 

be included among the festivities that accompanied Leopold's coronation as king of 

Bohemia in Prague on 6th September 1791. 

Ferdinand I. and the revolutions in 1848 

Ferdinand I (19th April 1793 – 29th June 1875) was Emperor of Austria, President of 

the German Confederation, King of Hungary and Bohemia (as Ferdinand V), as well 

as associated dominions from the death of his father, Francis II, Holy Roman 

Emperor, until his abdication after the Revolutions of 1848. 

He married Maria Anna of Savoy, the sixth child of Victor Emmanuel I of Sardinia. 

They had no issue. Ferdinand was incapable of ruling his empire, so his father, 

before he died, drafted a will promulgating that he consult Archduke Louis on every 

aspect of internal policy, and urged him to be influenced by Prince Metternich, 

Austria's foreign minister.  
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He abdicated on December the 2nd, 1848. He was succeeded by his nephew, Francis 

Joseph. Following his abdication, he lived in Hradčany Palace, Prague, until his death 

in 1875.  

1848 Revolutions 

As the revolutionaries of 1848 were marching on the palace, he is supposed to have 

asked Metternich for an explanation. When Metternich answered that they were 

making a revolution, Ferdinand is supposed to have said “But are they allowed to do 

that?” (Viennese German: Ja, dürfen's denn des?) He was convinced by Felix zu 

Schwarzenberg to abdicate in favour of his nephew, Franz Joseph (the next in line 

was Ferdinand's younger brother Franz Karl, but he was persuaded to waive his 

succession rights in favour of his son) who would occupy the Austrian throne for the 

next sixty-eight years. 

Ferdinand recorded the events in his diary : "The affair ended with the new Emperor 

kneeling before his old Emperor and Lord, that is to say, me, and asking for a 

blessing, which I gave him, laying both hands on his head and making the sign of 

the Holy Cross ... then I embraced him and kissed our new master, and then we 

went to our room. Afterward I and my dear wife heard Holy Mass ... After that I and 

my dear wife packed our bags." 

Ferdinand was the last King of Bohemia to be crowned as such. Due to his sympathy 

with Bohemia (where he spent the rest of his life in Prague Castle) he was given the 

Czech nickname “Ferdinand V, the Good” (Ferdinand Dobrotivý). In Austria, 

Ferdinand was similarly nicknamed “Ferdinand der Gütige” (Ferdinand the Benign), 

but also ridiculed as "Gütinand der Fertige" (Goodinand the Finished). 

Austro – Prussian War 

The Austro-Prussian War (in Germany known as German War, Seven Weeks War, 

Unification War, German-German War, German Civil War or Fraternal War) was a 

war fought in 1866 between the German Confederation under the leadership of the 

Austrian Empire and its German allies on one side and the Kingdom of Prussia with 
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its German allies and Italy on the other, that resulted in Prussian dominance over the 

German states. In the Italian unification process, this is called the Third 

Independence War. In English it is also commonly known as the Seven Weeks' War. 

The major result of the war was a shift in power among the German states away 

from Austrian and towards Prussian hegemony, and impetus towards the unification 

of all of the northern German states in a Kleindeutschland that excluded Austria. It 

saw the abolition of the German Confederation and its partial replacement by a North 

German Confederation that excluded Austria and the South German states. The war 

also resulted in the Italian annexation of the Austrian province of Venetia. 

Course of the war 

The first war between two major continental powers in seven years, this war used 

many of the same technologies as the American Civil War, including railroads to 

concentrate troops during mobilization and telegraphs to enhance long distance 

communication. The Prussian Army used von Dreyse's breech-loading needle-gun, 

that could be rapidly loaded while the soldier was seeking cover on the ground, 

whereas the Austrian muzzle-loading rifles could only be loaded slowly, and generally 

from a standing position. 

The main campaign of the war occurred in Bohemia. Prussian Chief of the General 

Staff Helmuth von Moltke had planned meticulously for the war. He rapidly mobilized 

the Prussian army and advanced across the border into Saxony and Bohemia, where 

the Austrian army was concentrating for an invasion of Silesia. There, the Prussian 

armies led nominally by King Wilhelm converged, and the two sides met at the Battle 

of Königgrätz (Sadová) on July the 3rd. The Prussian Elbe Army advanced on the 

Austrian left wing, and the First Army on the centre, prematurely; they risked being 

counter-flanked on their own left. Victory therefore depended on the timely arrival of 

the Second Army on the left wing. This was achieved through the brilliant staffwork 

of its Chief of Staff, Leonhard Graf von Blumenthal. Superior Prussian organization 

and élan decided the battle against Austrian numerical superiority, and the victory 
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was near total, with Austrian battle deaths nearly seven times the Prussian figure. 

Austria rapidly sought peace after this battle. 

Austro – Hungarian Empire 

The Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, which inaugurated the empire's dual 

structure in place of the former unitary Austrian Empire (1804–67), originated at a 

time when Austria had declined in strength and in power—both in the Italian 

Peninsula (as a result of the Austro-Sardinian War of 1859) and among the states of 

the German Confederation (where it had been replaced by Prussia as the dominant 

German power following the Austro-Prussian War, also named the German War, of 

1866). Other factors in the constitutional changes were continued Hungarian 

dissatisfaction with rule from Vienna and increasing national consciousness on the 

part of other nationalities of the Austrian Empire. Hungarian dissatisfaction arose 

partly from Austria's suppression, with Russian support, of the Hungarian liberal 

revolution of 1848–1849. However, dissatisfaction with Austrian rule had grown for 

many years within Hungary, and had many other causes. 

By the late 1850s, however, a large number of Hungarians who had supported the 

1848–49 revolution were willing to accept the Habsburg monarchy. They took the 

line that while Hungary had the right to full internal independence, under the 

Pragmatic Sanction foreign affairs and defense were "common" to both Austria and 

Hungary. 

After the Austrian defeat at Königgrätz, reconciliation with Hungary was needed to 

regain status of a great power, and the new foreign minister Friedrich Ferdinand von 

Beust wanted to successfully conclude the stalemated negotiations with the 

Hungarians. To shore up support for the monarchy, Emperor Franz Joseph began 

negotiations for a compromise with the Hungarian nobility to ensure their support. In 

particular, Hungarian leaders demanded and received the Emperor's coronation as 

King of Hungary, and the re-establishment of a separate parliament at Budapest with 

powers to enact laws for the lands of the Hungarian crown. 



 History  
 

 

19 
 

Political struggles in the Empire 

The political opponents of the "conservative liberal" aristocracy and gentry class were 

the leftist liberal "cosmopolitan" political parties in the parliaments of Vienna and 

Budapest. These leftist liberal parliamentary parties were backed by the big 

industrialists, bankers, businessmen and the predominant majority of newspaper 

"media moguls". During the war, they had an important functions in the organization 

of strikes, protests and civil unrest in the Empire. After the war (as consequent 

republicans) that parties had key-role in the disintegration and collapse of the 

monarchy in Austria and Hungary, and proclamation of the republics in Vienna and 

Budapest. 

Like the German Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire frequently employed liberal 

economic policies and practices. From the 1860s liberal businessmen succeeded in 

industrializing parts of the Empire, and prosperous members of the bourgeoisie 

erected conspicuously large homes, giving themselves a prominence in urban life 

that rivalled the aristocracy's. They persuaded the government to search out foreign 

investment to build up infrastructure such as railroads in the early period of the 

Empire. 

Liberals in Austria, most of them ethnic Germans, saw their influence weaken under 

the leadership of Count Edouard von Taaffe, Austrian prime minister from 1879–

1893. Taaffe used a coalition of clergy, conservatives and Slavic parties to weaken 

the liberals. In Bohemia for example, he designated Czech as an official language of 

the bureaucracy and school system, thus breaking the German speakers' monopoly 

on holding office. Reforms motivated other ethnic groups to push for even greater 

autonomy. By playing nationalities off one another, the government ensured the 

monarchy's central role in holding together competing interest groups in an era of 

rapid change. 
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Ethnic relations 

In July 1849, the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament proclaimed and enacted the 

first laws on ethnic and minority rights in the world. (The next such laws were in 

Switzerland.) But these were overturned after the Russian and Austrian armies 

crushed the Hungarian Revolution. When Hungary made a compromise with the 

dynasty in 1867 one of the first acts of the restored Parliament was to pass a Law on 

Nationalities (Act Number XLIV of 1868). It was a liberal piece of legislation, and 

offered rather extensive language and cultural rights, but refused to recognize the 

non-Hungarians as state forming elements with territorial autonomy.  

The "Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867" created semi-independent states of 

Hungary and Austria linked by personal union, and entailed the rise of an assertive 

Magyar identity within the Kingdom of Hungary. Nationalism prevalent in the Empire 

of Austria also created tension between ethnic German and Czech citizens. In 

addition, the emergence of national identity in newly independent Romania and 

Serbia also contributed to ethnic issues in the empire. 

Article 19 of the 1867 "Basic State Act" (Staatsgrundgesetz), valid only for the 

Cisleithanian (Austrian) part of Austria-Hungary, said: 

All races of the empire have equal rights, and every race has an inviolable right to 

the preservation and use of its own nationality and language. The equality of all 

customary languages ("landesübliche Sprache") in school, office and public life, is 

recognized by the state. In those territories in which several races dwell, the public 

and educational institutions are to be so arranged that, without applying compulsion 

to learn a second country language ("Landessprache"), each of the races receives 

the necessary means of education in its own language. 

The implementation of this principle led to several disputes, as it was not clear which 

languages could be regarded as "customary". The Germans, the traditional 

bureaucratic, capitalist and cultural elite, demanded the recognition of their language 

as a customary language in every part of the Empire. Italian was regarded as an old 
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"culture language" (Kultursprache) by German intellectuals and had always been 

granted equal rights as an official language of the Empire, but the Germans had 

difficulty in accepting the Slavic languages as equal to German. On one occasion 

Count A. Auersperg (Anastasius Grün) entered the diet of Carniola carrying what he 

claimed to be the whole corpus of Slovene literature under his arm to provide 

evidence that the Slovene language could in his view not be substituted for German 

as a medium of higher education. 

Nevertheless the following years saw an emancipation of several languages, at least 

in Cisleithania. From 1867, laws awarded Croatian equal status with Italian in 

Dalmatia. From 1882, there was a Slovene majority in the diet of Carniola and in the 

capital Laibach (Ljubljana), thereby replacing German as the dominant official 

language. Polish was introduced instead of German in 1869 in Galicia as the normal 

language of government. The Poles themselves systematically disregarded the large 

Ukrainian minority in the country, and Ukrainian was not granted the status of an 

official language. 

The language disputes were most fiercely fought in Bohemia where the Czech 

speakers formed a majority and sought equal status for their language. German 

speakers lost their majority in the Bohemian diet in 1880 and their dominating 

position in the cities of Prague and Pilsen (while retaining a slight numerical majority 

in the city of Brno (Brünn)) and found themselves in an unfamiliar minority position. 

The old Charles University in Prague, hitherto dominated by the German speakers, 

was divided into German and Czech parts in 1882. 

At the same time, Hungarian dominance faced challenges from the local majorities of 

Romanians in Transylvania and in the eastern Banat, of Slovaks in today's Slovakia, 

of Croats and Serbs in the crown lands of Croatia and of Dalmatia (today's Croatia), 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the provinces known as the Vojvodina (today's 

northern Serbia). The Romanians and the Serbs also looked to union with their fellow 

nationalists in the newly-founded states of Romania (1859–78) and Serbia. 
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Hungary's leaders were generally less willing than their Austrian counterparts to 

share power with their subject minorities, but they granted a large measure of 

autonomy to the Croatia in 1868, paralleling to some extent their own 

accommodation within the Empire the previous year. The Croatian government, in 

spite of nominal autonomy, was in fact an economic and administrative arm of 

Hungary, which the Croatians resented. 

Language was one of the most contentious issues in Austro-Hungarian politics. All 

governments faced difficult and divisive hurdles in deciding on the languages of 

government and of instruction. Each minorities the widest opportunities for education 

in their own language as well as in the "dominant" languages of Hungarian and 

German. On one notable occasion, the "Ordinance of 5th April 1897", the Austrian 

Prime Minister Count Kasimir Felix Badeni gave Czech equal standing with German in 

the internal government of Bohemia, leading to a crisis because of nationalist 

German agitation throughout the Empire. In the end Badeni was dismissed. 

The Hungarian minority act of 1868 gave the minorities (Slovaks, Romanians, Serbs 

et al.) individual (but not also communal) rights to use their language in offices, 

schools (although in practice often only in those founded by them and not by the 

state), courts and municipalities (if 20% of the deputies demanded it). From June 

1907 (Lex Apponyi), all public and private schools in Hungary were obliged to ensure 

that after the fourth grade the pupils could express themselves fluently in Hungarian; 

which led to the closing of several minority schools, mostly Slovak and Rusyn. 

It was not rare for the two kingdoms to divide spheres of influence. According to 

Misha Glenny (The Balkans, 1804–1999), the Austrians responded to Hungarian 

persecution of Czechs by supporting the Croatian national movement in Zagreb. 

Emperor Franz Joseph realised that he reigned in a multiethnic country, and spoke 

German, Hungarian and Czech fluently, and Polish and Italian to some degree. 

The situation of Jews in the kingdom, who numbered about 2 million in 1914, was 

ambiguous. Antisemitic parties and movements existed, but Vienna and Budapest did 
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not initiate pogroms or implement official antisemitic policies – mainly for fear that 

such ethnic violence could ignite other ethnic minorities and result in violence that 

could spin out of control. The antisemitic parties remained on the periphery of 

political sphere due to their low popularity amongst voters in the parliamentary 

elections. The majority of Jews lived in small towns in Galicia and rural areas in 

Hungary and Bohemia, although there were large communities in Vienna, Budapest, 

Prague and other large cities. Of the pre-World War military forces of the major 

European powers, the Austro-Hungarian army was almost alone in its regular 

promotion of Jews to positions of command. While the Jewish population of the lands 

of the Dual Monarchy was about five percent, Jews made up nearly eighteen percent 

of the reserve officer corps.  

Linguistic distribution 

In the Austrian Empire 36.8% of the total population spoke German as a mother 

tongue and more than 71% of the inhabitants spoke some German. In the Kingdom 

of Hungary 54.4% of the total population spoke Hungarian as a mother tongue. Not 

counting autonomous Croatia, more than 64% of the inhabitants of the Hungarian 

Kingdom spoke Hungarian. 

World War I 

On 28th June 1914, Franz Ferdinand visited the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo, where 

Bosnian Serb militants of the nationalist group Mlada Bosna, supplied by the Serbian 

militant group Black Hand, ambushed his convoy and assassinated him. There were 

several members of the Black Hand in Sarajevo that day. Before Franz was shot, 

somebody had already tried to kill him and his wife. A member of the Black Hand 

threw a grenade at the car, but missed. It injured some people nearby and Franz 

Ferdinand made sure they were given medical attention before the convoy could 

carry on. Gavrilo Princip was the man who shot and killed Franz Ferdinand and his 

wife Sophie. The convoy took a wrong turn into a street where Gavrilo Princip was. 

He took out a pistol from his pocket and shot Franz and his wife. The reaction among 

the Austrian common people was mild, almost indifferent. As historian Z.A.B. Zeman 
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later wrote, "the event almost failed to make any impression whatsoever. On Sunday 

and Monday, the crowds in Vienna listened to music and drank wine as if nothing 

had happened."  

Over the course of July and August 1914, these events caused the start of World 

War I, as Russia mobilized in support of Serbia, setting off a series of 

countermobilizations. Italy initially remained neutral, although it had an alliance with 

Austria-Hungary. In 1915, it switched to the side of the Entente powers, hoping to 

gain territory from its former ally. 

The setbacks that the Austrian army suffered in 1914 and 1915 can be attributed to 

a large extent to Austria-Hungary becoming a military satellite of Imperial Germany 

from the first day of the war. They were made worse by the incompetence of the 

Austrian high command. After attacking Serbia, its forces soon had to be withdrawn 

to protect its eastern frontier against Russia's invasion, while German units were 

engaged in fighting on the Western Front. This resulted in a greater than expected 

loss of men in the invasion of Serbia. Furthermore it became evident that the 

Austrian high command had had no plans for a possible continental war and that the 

army and navy were also ill-equipped to handle such a conflict.  

Former ambassador and foreign minister Count Alois Aehrenthal had assumed that 

any future war would be in the Balkan region. In 1917, the Eastern front of the Allied 

(Entente) Powers completely collapsed. The Austro-Hungarian Empire then withdrew 

from all defeated countries. Despite great eastern successes, Germany suffered 

complete defeat in the more decisive western front. By 1918, the economic situation 

had deteriorated. Leftist and pacifist political movements organized strikes in 

factories, and uprisings in the army had become commonplace. During the Italian 

battles, the Czechoslovaks and Southern Slavs declared their independence. On 31st 

October Hungary ended the personal union officially dissolving the Austro-Hungarian 

state. At the last Italian battles the Austro-Hungarian Army took to the field without 

any food and munition supply, and fought without any political supports for a de 

facto non-existent Empire. On the end of the decisive Italian British and French 
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cooperating offensive at Vittorio Veneto, the disintegrated Austria-Hungary signed a 

general armistice in Padua on 3rd November 1918. 

Dissolution 

 

The Communists ruled multiethnic Budapest from 21st  March 1919 to 1st August 

1919. The statues of the Heroes Square of Budapest are covered with Communist 

symbols for May Day. At the basement of the original obelisk a new statue was 

erected: Marx with a worker and a peasant. The statues of historic heroes were 

toppled, Hungarian national symbols were banned in the name of internationalism. 

In the autumn of 1918, as a political result of German defeat on the western front in 

World War I, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy collapsed. In the capital cities of 

Vienna and Budapest the leftist and liberal movements and politicians (the opposition 

parties) strengthened and supported the separatism of ethnic minorities. These leftist 

or left-liberal pro-Entente maverick parties opposed the monarchy as a form of 

government and considered themselves internationalist rather than patriotic. 

Eventually, the German defeat and the minor revolutions in Vienna and Budapest 

gave political power to the left/liberal political parties. As it became apparent that the 

Allied powers of the British Empire, France, Italy and the United States would win 

World War I, nationalist movements which had previously been calling for a greater 

degree of autonomy for various areas started pressing for full independence. 

As one of his Fourteen Points, U.S. president Woodrow Wilson demanded that the 

nationalities of the empire have the "freest opportunity to autonomous 

development". In response, Karl I agreed to reconvene the imperial parliament in 

1917 and allow the creation of a confederation with each national group exercising 

self-governance. However the leaders of these national groups no longer trusted 

Vienna and were now dead set on independence. 

On 14th October 1918 Foreign Minister Baron István Burián von Rajecz asked for an 

armistice based on the Fourteen Points. In an apparent attempt to demonstrate good 

faith, Karl I issued a proclamation ("Imperial Manifesto of 16th October 1918") two 
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days later which would have significantly altered the structure of the Austrian half of 

the monarchy. The Polish majority regions of Galicia and Lodomeria were granted 

independence, and it was understood that they would join their ethnic brethren in 

Russia and Germany in forming a Polish state. The rest of Cisleithania was 

transformed into a federal union composed of four parts—German, Czech, South Slav 

and Ukrainian. Each of these was to be governed by a national council that would 

negotiate the future of the Empire with Vienna, and Trieste was to receive a special 

status. No such proclamation could be issued in Hungary, where Magyar aristocrats 

still believed they could subdue other nationalities and maintain the "Holy Kingdom 

of St. Stephen". 

It was all in vain: four days later, on 18th October United States Secretary of State 

Robert Lansing replied that the Allies were now committed to the causes of the 

Czechs, Slovaks and South Slavs. Therefore, Lansing said, autonomy for the 

nationalities – the tenth of the Fourteen Points – was no longer enough and 

Washington could not deal on the basis of the Fourteen Points any more. In fact, a 

Czechoslovak provisional government had joined the Allies on 14th October. The 

leaders of the South Slavs had already declared in favour of uniting with Serbia in a 

large South Slav state by way of the 1917 Corfu Declaration signed by members of 

the Yugoslav Committee. 

The Lansing note was, in effect, the death certificate of Austria-Hungary. The 

national councils had already begun acting more or less as provisional governments 

of independent countries. With defeat in the war imminent after the Italian offensive 

in the Battle of Vittorio Veneto on 24th October Czech politicians peacefully took over 

command in Prague on 28th October (later declared the birthday of Czechoslovakia) 

and followed up in other major cities in the next few days. On 30th October, the 

Slovaks followed in Martin. On 29th October, the Slovenes declared their 

independence from Austria and joined the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs as 

had the Croatians, who had been ignoring orders from Budapest since the beginning 

of October. The Hungarian government terminated the personal union with Austria 

by 31st October, officially dissolving the Austro-Hungarian state. There was now 
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nothing left of the Habsburg realm except its majority-German Alpine and Danubian 

provinces. 
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Worksheet Nr. 1 

Ferdinand I.  

Ferdinand was born in Alcalá de Henares, 40 km from Madrid. Ferdinand shared his 

birthday with his maternal grandfather Ferdinand II of Aragon. 

After the death of his brother–in–law Louis II, Ferdinand ruled as King of Bohemia 

and Hungary (1526–1564). 

In 1547 the Bohemian Estates rebelled against Ferdinand after he had ordered the 

Bohemian army to move against the German Protestants. After suppressing Prague 

with the help of his brother Charles V's Spanish forces, he retaliated by limiting the 

privileges of Bohemian cities and inserting a new bureaucracy of royal officials to 

control urban authorities. Ferdinand was a supporter of the Counter-Reformation and 

helped lead the Catholic response against what he saw as the heretical tide of 

Protestantism. For example, in 1551 he invited the Jesuits to Vienna and in 1556 to 

Prague. Finally, in 1561 Ferdinand revived the Archdiocese of Prague, which had 

been previously liquidated due to the success of the Protestants. 

Ferdinand died in Vienna and is buried in St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague. 

King of Bohemia Bohemian Estates 

Jesuits in Prague Archdiocese in Prague 
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Worksheet Nr. 2 

Rudolf II 

Rudolf and Matthias 

Rudolf was born in Vienna on 18th July 1552. He was the eldest son and successor of 

Maximilian II, Holy Roman Emperor, King of Bohemia, and King of Hungary and 

Croatia. His mother was Maria of Spain, a daughter of Charles V and Isabella of 

Portugal. 

Rudolf did not like to travel or even partake in the daily affairs of state. He was more 

intrigued by occult learning such as astrology and alchemy, which was mainstream in 

the Renaissance period, and had a wide variety of personal hobbies such as horses, 

clocks, collecting rarities, and being a patron of the arts. 

Rudolf moved the Habsburg capital from Vienna to Prague in 1583.  

Rudolf died in 1612, nine months after he had been stripped of all effective power by 

his younger brother, except the empty title of Holy Roman Emperor, to which 

Matthias was elected five months later. He died unmarried. 

Astrology and alchemy Capital – Prague 

Brother Matthias  Holy Roman Emperor 
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Worksheet Nr. 3 

1) Read the text. 

2) Mark the important information. 

3) Write the found information to the correct place in timeline. 

1618 – 1620 

Without heirs, Emperor Matthias sought to assure an orderly transition during his 

lifetime by having his dynastic heir (the fiercely Catholic Ferdinand of Styria, later 

Ferdinand II, Holy Roman Emperor) elected to the separate royal thrones of Bohemia 

and Hungary. Some of the Protestant leaders of Bohemia feared they would be 

losing the religious rights granted to them by Emperor Rudolf II in his Letter of 

Majesty. They preferred the Protestant Frederick V, elector of the Palatinate 

(successor of Frederick IV, the creator of the League of Evangelical Union). However, 

other Protestants supported the stance taken by the Catholics, and in 1617, 

Ferdinand was duly elected by the Bohemian estates to become the Crown Prince, 

and automatically upon the death of Matthias, the next King of Bohemia. 

The king-elect then sent two Catholic councillors (Vilem Slavata of Chlum and 

Jaroslav Borzita of Martinice) as his representatives to Hradčany castle in Prague in 

May 1618. Ferdinand had wanted them to administer the government in his absence. 

According to legend, the Bohemian suddenly seized them, subjected them to a mock 

trial, and threw them out of the palace window, which was some 50 feet off the 

ground. Remarkably, they survived unharmed. 

This event, known as the (Second) Defenestration of Prague, started the Bohemian 

Revolt. Soon afterward, the Bohemian conflict spread through all of the Lands of the 

Bohemian Crown, including Bohemia, Silesia, Lusatia, and Moravia. Moravia was 

already embroiled in a conflict between Catholics and Protestants. The religious 

conflict eventually spread across the whole continent of Europe, involving France, 

Sweden, and a number of other countries.  
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The Bohemians, desperate for allies against the Emperor, applied to be admitted into 

the Protestant Union, which was led by their original candidate for the Bohemian 

throne, the Calvinist Frederick V, Elector Palatine. The Bohemians hinted Frederick 

would become King of Bohemia if he allowed them to join the Union and come under 

its protection. However, similar offers were made by other members of the Bohemian 

Estates to the Duke of Savoy, the Elector of Saxony, and the Prince of Transylvania. 

The Austrians, who seemed to have intercepted every letter leaving Prague, made 

these duplicities public. This unravelled much of the support for the Bohemians, 

particularly in the court of Saxony. The rebellion initially favoured the Bohemians. 

They were joined in the revolt by much of Upper Austria, whose nobility was then 

chiefly Lutheran and Calvinist. Lower Austria revolted soon after, and in 1619, Count 

Thurn led an army to the walls of Vienna itself. 

The Battle of White Mountain, 8th November 1620 (Bílá hora is the name of White 

Mountain in Czech) was an early battle in the Thirty Years War in which an army of 

30,000 Bohemians and mercenaries under Christian of Anhalt were routed by 27,000 

men of the combined armies of Ferdinand II, Holy Roman Emperor under Charles 

Bonaventure de Longueval, Count of Bucquoy and of the German Catholic League 

under Johann Tserclaes, Count of Tilly at Bílá Hora, near Prague (now part of the 

city). The battle marked the end of the Bohemian period of the Thirty Years' War. 

With the Bohemian army destroyed, Tilly entered Prague and the revolt broke down. 

King Frederick with his wife Elizabeth fled the country (hence his nickname the 

Winter King), and many citizens welcomed the restoration of Catholicism. Forty-

seven noble leaders of the insurrection were tried, and twenty-seven were executed 

on what is called "the Day of Blood" by Protestants at Prague's Old Town Square. 

Amongst those executed were Kryštof Harant and Jan Jesenius. Today, 27 crosses 

have been inlaid in the cobblestone as a tribute to those victims. An estimated five-

sixths of the Bohemian nobility went into exile soon after the Battle of White 

Mountain, and their properties were confiscated. Before the war about 151,000 

farmsteads existed in the Lands of Bohemian Crown, while only 50,000 remained 

after the year 1648. The number of inhabitants decreased from 3 million to 800,000. 
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The Thirty Years War had still another 28 years to run, and Bohemia was often the 

scene of much bloodshed. 
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Worksheet Nr. 4 

1) Read the text. 

2) Mark the important information. 

3) Write the found information to the correct place in timeline. 

Maria Theresa and Joseph II 

Maria Theresa Walburga Amalia Christina (German: Maria Theresia Walburga Amalia 

Christina) (13th May 1717 – 29th November 1780) was the only female ruler of the 

Habsburg dominions and the last of the House of Habsburg. She was the sovereign 

of Austria, Hungary, Croatia, Bohemia, Mantua, Milan, Lodomeria and Galicia, the 

Austrian Netherlands and Parma. By marriage, she was Duchess of Lorraine, Grand 

Duchess of Tuscany and Holy Roman Empress.  

She started her 40-year reign when her father, Emperor Charles VI, died in October 

1740. Charles VI paved the way for her accession with the Pragmatic Sanction of 

1713, as the Habsburg lands were bound by Salic law which prevented female 

succession. Upon the death of her father, Saxony, Prussia, Bavaria and France 

repudiated the sanction they had recognised during his lifetime. Prussia proceeded to 

invade the affluent Habsburg province of Silesia, sparking a nine-year conflict known 

as the War of the Austrian Succession. Maria Theresa would later unsuccessfully try 

to reconquer Silesia during the Seven Years' War. 

Maria Theresa promulgated financial and educational reforms, with the assistance of 

Count Friedrich Wilhelm von Haugwitz and Gottfried van Swieten, promoted 

commerce and the development of agriculture, and reorganised Austria's ramshackle 

military, all of which strengthened Austria's international standing. However, she 

refused to allow religious toleration and contemporary travellers thought her regime 

was bigoted and superstitious. As a young monarch who fought two dynastic wars, 

she believed that her cause should be the cause of her subjects, but in her later 

years she would believe that their cause must be hers. 
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Aware of the inadequacy of bureaucracy in Austria and, in order to improve it, Maria 

Theresa reformed education in 1775. In a new school system based on the Prussian 

one, all children of both genders from the ages of six to twelve had to attend school. 

Education reform was met with hostility from many villages; Maria Theresa crushed 

the dissent by ordering the arrest of all those opposed. Although the idea had merit, 

the reforms were not as successful as they were expected to be; in some parts of 

Austria, half of the population was illiterate well into the 19th century.  

The empress permitted non-Catholics to attend university and allowed the 

introduction of secular subjects (such as law), which influenced the decline of 

theology as the main foundation of university education.  

Joseph II (Joseph Benedikt Anton Michael Adam; 13th March 1741 – 20 February 

1790) was Holy Roman Emperor from 1765 to 1790 and ruler of the Habsburg lands 

from 1780 to 1790. He was the eldest son of Empress Maria Theresa and her 

husband, Francis I.  

Reforms 

The busy Joseph inspired a complete reform of the legal system, abolished brutal 

punishments and the death penalty in most instances, and imposed the principle of 

complete equality of treatment for all offenders. He ended censorship of the press 

and theatre. 

To produce a literate citizenry, elementary education was made compulsory for all 

boys and girls, and higher education on practical lines was offered for a select few. 

He created scholarships for talented poor students, and allowed the establishment of 

schools for Jews and other religious minorities. In 1784 he ordered that the country 

change its language of instruction from Latin to German, a highly controversial step 

in a multilingual empire. 

Joseph's policy of religious toleration was the most advanced of any state in Europe. 
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Probably the most unpopular of all his reforms was his attempted modernization of 

the highly traditional Catholic Church which in ancient times had helped establish the 

Holy Roman Empire beginning with Charlemagne. Calling himself the guardian of 

Catholicism, Joseph II struck vigorously at papal power. He tried to make the 

Catholic Church in his empire the tool of the state, independent of Rome. Clergymen 

were deprived of the tithe and ordered to study in seminaries under government 

supervision, while bishops had to take a formal oath of loyalty to the crown. He 

financed the large increase in bishoprics, parishes, and secular clergy by extensive 

sales of monastic lands. As a man of the Enlightenment he ridiculed the 

contemplative monastic orders, which he considered unproductive. Accordingly, he 

suppressed a third of the monasteries (over 700 were closed) and reduced the 

number of monks and nuns from 65,000 to 27,000. The Church's ecclesiastical 

tribunals were abolished and marriage was defined as a civil contract outside the 

jurisdiction of the Church. 

Joseph sharply cut the number of holy days to be observed in the Empire and 

ordered ornamentation in churches to be reduced. He forcibly simplified the manner 

in which the Mass (the central Catholic act of worship) was celebrated. Opponents of 

the reforms blamed them for revealing Protestant tendencies, with the rise of 

Enlightenment rationalism and the emergence of a liberal class of bourgeois officials. 

Anti-clericalism emerged and persisted, while the traditional Catholics were energized 

in opposition to the emperor. 
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Worksheet Nr. 5 

Leopold II 

Leopold II (5th May 1747 – 1st March 1792), born Peter Leopold Joseph Anton 

Joachim Pius Gotthard, was Holy Roman Emperor and King of Hungary and Bohemia 

from 1790 to 1792, Archduke of Austria and Grand Duke of Tuscany from 1765 to 

1790. He was a son of Emperor Francis I and his wife, Empress Maria Theresa. 

Leopold was a moderate proponent of enlightened absolutism.  

Leopold, during his government in Tuscany, had shown a speculative tendency to 

grant his subjects a constitution. When he succeeded to the Austrian lands, he began 

by making large concessions to the interests offended by his brother's innovations. 

He recognized the Estates of his different dominions as "the pillars of the monarchy", 

pacified the Hungarians and Bohemians, and divided the insurgents in the Austrian 

Netherlands (now Belgium) by means of concessions. When these failed to restore 

order, he marched troops into the country and re-established his own authority, and 

at the same time the historic franchises of the Flemings. Yet he did not surrender 

any part that could be retained of what Maria Theresa and Joseph had done to 

strengthen the hands of the state. He continued, for instance, to insist that no papal 

bull could be published in his dominions without his consent (placetum regium). One 

of the harshest actions Leopold took to placate the noble communities of the various 

Habsburg domains was to issue a decree on 9th May 1790, that forced thousands of  

He died suddenly in Vienna, in March 1792, although some claimed he was poisoned.  

Mozart's opera La clemenza di Tito was commissioned by the Estates of Bohemia to 

be included among the festivities that accompanied Leopold's coronation as king of 

Bohemia in Prague on 6th September 1791. 

King of Bohemia The pillars of the monarchy 

La demenza di Tito 6th September 1791 
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Worksheet Nr. 6 

1848 

Ferdinand I (19th April 1793 – 29th June 1875) was Emperor of Austria, President of 

the German Confederation, King of Hungary and Bohemia (as Ferdinand V), as well 

as associated dominions from the death of his father, Francis II, Holy Roman 

Emperor, until his abdication after the Revolutions of 1848. 

He abdicated on December the 2nd, 1848. He was succeeded by his nephew, Francis 

Joseph. Following his abdication, he lived in Hradčany Palace, Prague, until his death 

in 1875.  

1848 Revolutions 

As the revolutionaries of 1848 were marching on the palace, he is supposed to have 

asked Metternich for an explanation. When Metternich answered that they were 

making a revolution, Ferdinand is supposed to have said “But are they allowed to do 

that?” (Viennese German: Ja, dürfen's denn des?) He was convinced by Felix zu 

Schwarzenberg to abdicate in favour of his nephew, Franz Joseph (the next in line 

was Ferdinand's younger brother Franz Karl, but he was persuaded to waive his 

succession rights in favour of his son) who would occupy the Austrian throne for the 

next sixty-eight years. Ferdinand was the last King of Bohemia to be crowned as 

such. Due to his sympathy with Bohemia (where he spent the rest of his life in 

Prague Castle) he was given the Czech nickname “Ferdinand V, the Good” 

(Ferdinand Dobrotivý). In Austria, Ferdinand was similarly nicknamed “Ferdinand der 

Gütige” (Ferdinand the Benign), but also ridiculed as "Gütinand der Fertige" 

(Goodinand the Finished). 

Ferdinand V (Bohemia) Last crowned king 

Hradčany Revolution 

Metternich Ferdinand, the Good 
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Worksheet Nr. 7 

Austro – Prussian War 

The Austro-Prussian War (in Germany known as German War, Seven Weeks War, 

Unification War, German-German War, German Civil War or Fraternal War) was a 

war fought in 1866 between the German Confederation under the leadership of the 

Austrian Empire and its German allies on one side and the Kingdom of Prussia with 

its German allies and Italy on the other, that resulted in Prussian dominance over the 

German states. In the Italian unification process, this is called the Third 

Independence War. In English it is also commonly known as the Seven Weeks' War. 

The major result of the war was a shift in power among the German states away 

from Austrian and towards Prussian hegemony, and impetus towards the unification 

of all of the northern German states in a Kleindeutschland that excluded Austria. It 

saw the abolition of the German Confederation and its partial replacement by a North 

German Confederation that excluded Austria and the South German states. The war 

also resulted in the Italian annexation of the Austrian province of Venetia. 

Course of the war 

The first war between two major continental powers in seven years, this war used 

many of the same technologies as the American Civil War, including railroads to 

concentrate troops during mobilization and telegraphs to enhance long distance 

communication. The Prussian Army used von Dreyse's breech-loading needle-gun, 

that could be rapidly loaded while the soldier was seeking cover on the ground, 

whereas the Austrian muzzle-loading rifles could only be loaded slowly, and generally 

from a standing position. 

The main campaign of the war occurred in Bohemia. Prussian Chief of the General 

Staff Helmuth von Moltke had planned meticulously for the war. He rapidly mobilized 

the Prussian army and advanced across the border into Saxony and Bohemia, where 

the Austrian army was concentrating for an invasion of Silesia. There, the Prussian 
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armies led nominally by King Wilhelm converged, and the two sides met at the Battle 

of Königgrätz (Sadová) on July the 3rd. The Prussian Elbe Army advanced on the 

Austrian left wing, and the First Army on the centre, prematurely; they risked being 

counter-flanked on their own left. Victory therefore depended on the timely arrival of 

the Second Army on the left wing. This was achieved through the brilliant staffwork 

of its Chief of Staff, Leonhard Graf von Blumenthal. Superior Prussian organization 

and élan decided the battle against Austrian numerical superiority, and the victory 

was near total, with Austrian battle deaths nearly seven times the Prussian figure. 

Austria rapidly sought peace after this battle. 

German War Seven weeks 

Königgrätz Peace 
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Worksheet Nr. 8 

1) Read the text. 

2) Mark the important information. 

3) Write the found information to the correct place in timeline. 

Austro – Hungarian Empire 

The Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, which inaugurated the empire's dual 

structure in place of the former unitary Austrian Empire (1804–67), originated at a 

time when Austria had declined in strength and in power—both in the Italian 

Peninsula (as a result of the Austro-Sardinian War of 1859) and among the states of 

the German Confederation (where it had been replaced by Prussia as the dominant 

German power following the Austro-Prussian War, also named the German War, of 

1866). Other factors in the constitutional changes were continued Hungarian 

dissatisfaction with rule from Vienna and increasing national consciousness on the 

part of other nationalities of the Austrian Empire. Hungarian dissatisfaction arose 

partly from Austria's suppression, with Russian support, of the Hungarian liberal 

revolution of 1848–1849. However, dissatisfaction with Austrian rule had grown for 

many years within Hungary, and had many other causes. 

After the Austrian defeat at Königgrätz, reconciliation with Hungary was needed to 

regain status of a great power, and the new foreign minister Friedrich Ferdinand von 

Beust wanted to successfully conclude the stalemated negotiations with the 

Hungarians. To shore up support for the monarchy, Emperor Franz Joseph began 

negotiations for a compromise with the Hungarian nobility to ensure their support. In 

particular, Hungarian leaders demanded and received the Emperor's coronation as 

King of Hungary, and the re-establishment of a separate parliament at Budapest with 

powers to enact laws for the lands of the Hungarian crown. 

Like the German Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire frequently employed liberal 

economic policies and practices. From the 1860s liberal businessmen succeeded in 

industrializing parts of the Empire, and prosperous members of the bourgeoisie 
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erected conspicuously large homes, giving themselves a prominence in urban life 

that rivaled the aristocracy's. They persuaded the government to search out foreign 

investment to build up infrastructure such as railroads in the early period of the 

Empire. 

Liberals in Austria, most of them ethnic Germans, saw their influence weaken under 

the leadership of Count Edouard von Taaffe, Austrian prime minister from 1879–

1893. Taaffe used a coalition of clergy, conservatives and Slavic parties to weaken 

the liberals. In Bohemia for example, he designated Czech as an official language of 

the bureaucracy and school system, thus breaking the German speakers' monopoly 

on holding office. Reforms motivated other ethnic groups to push for even greater 

autonomy.  

Ethnic relations 

In July 1849, the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament proclaimed and enacted the 

first laws on ethnic and minority rights in the world. (The next such laws were in 

Switzerland.) But these were overturned after the Russian and Austrian armies 

crushed the Hungarian Revolution. When Hungary made a compromise with the 

dynasty in 1867 one of the first acts of the restored Parliament was to pass a Law on 

Nationalities (Act Number XLIV of 1868). It was a liberal piece of legislation, and 

offered rather extensive language and cultural rights, but refused to recognize the 

non-Hungarians as state forming elements with territorial autonomy.  

The "Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867" created semi-independent states of 

Hungary and Austria linked by personal union, and entailed the rise of an assertive 

Magyar identity within the Kingdom of Hungary. Nationalism prevalent in the Empire 

of Austria also created tension between ethnic German and Czech citizens. In 

addition, the emergence of national identity in newly independent Romania and 

Serbia also contributed to ethnic issues in the empire. 

Article 19 of the 1867 "Basic State Act" (Staatsgrundgesetz), valid only for the 

Cisleithanian (Austrian) part of Austria-Hungary, said: 



 History  
 

 

42 
 

All races of the empire have equal rights, and every race has an inviolable right to 

the preservation and use of its own nationality and language. The equality of all 

customary languages ("landesübliche Sprache") in school, office and public life, is 

recognized by the state. In those territories in which several races dwell, the public 

and educational institutions are to be so arranged that, without applying compulsion 

to learn a second country language ("Landessprache"), each of the races receives 

the necessary means of education in its own language. 

The language disputes were most fiercely fought in Bohemia where the Czech 

speakers formed a majority and sought equal status for their language. German 

speakers lost their majority in the Bohemian diet in 1880 and their dominating 

position in the cities of Prague and Pilsen (while retaining a slight numerical majority 

in the city of Brno (Brünn)) and found themselves in an unfamiliar minority position. 

The old Charles University in Prague, hitherto dominated by the German speakers, 

was divided into German and Czech parts in 1882. 

Language was one of the most contentious issues in Austro-Hungarian politics. All 

governments faced difficult and divisive hurdles in deciding on the languages of 

government and of instruction. Each minorities the widest opportunities for education 

in their own language as well as in the "dominant" languages of Hungarian and 

German. On one notable occasion, the "Ordinance of 5th April 1897", the Austrian 

Prime Minister Count Kasimir Felix Badeni gave Czech equal standing with German in 

the internal government of Bohemia, leading to a crisis because of nationalist 

German agitation throughout the Empire. In the end Badeni was dismissed. 

World War I 

On 28th June 1914, Franz Ferdinand visited the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo, where 

Bosnian Serb militants of the nationalist group Mlada Bosna, supplied by the Serbian 

militant group Black Hand, ambushed his convoy and assassinated him. There were 

several members of the Black Hand in Sarajevo that day. Before Franz was shot, 

somebody had already tried to kill him and his wife. A member of the Black Hand 

threw a grenade at the car, but missed. It injured some people nearby and Franz 
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Ferdinand made sure they were given medical attention before the convoy could 

carry on. Gavrilo Princip was the man who shot and killed Franz Ferdinand and his 

wife Sophie. The convoy took a wrong turn into a street where Gavrilo Princip was. 

He took out a pistol from his pocket and shot Franz and his wife. The reaction among 

the Austrian common people was mild, almost indifferent. As historian Z.A.B. Zeman 

later wrote, "the event almost failed to make any impression whatsoever. On Sunday 

and Monday, the crowds in Vienna listened to music and drank wine as if nothing 

had happened."  

Over the course of July and August 1914, these events caused the start of World 

War I, as Russia mobilized in support of Serbia, setting off a series of 

countermobilizations. Italy initially remained neutral, although it had an alliance with 

Austria-Hungary. In 1915, it switched to the side of the Entente powers, hoping to 

gain territory from its former ally. 

The setbacks that the Austrian army suffered in 1914 and 1915 can be attributed to 

a large extent to Austria-Hungary becoming a military satellite of Imperial Germany 

from the first day of the war. They were made worse by the incompetence of the 

Austrian high command. After attacking Serbia, its forces soon had to be withdrawn 

to protect its eastern frontier against Russia's invasion, while German units were 

engaged in fighting on the Western Front. This resulted in a greater than expected 

loss of men in the invasion of Serbia. Furthermore it became evident that the 

Austrian high command had had no plans for a possible continental war and that the 

army and navy were also ill-equipped to handle such a conflict.  

Former ambassador and foreign minister Count Alois Aehrenthal had assumed that 

any future war would be in the Balkan region. In 1917, the Eastern front of the Allied 

(Entente) Powers completely collapsed. The Austro-Hungarian Empire then withdrew 

from all defeated countries. Despite great eastern successes, Germany suffered 

complete defeat in the more decisive western front. By 1918, the economic situation 

had deteriorated. Leftist and pacifist political movements organized strikes in 

factories, and uprisings in the army had become commonplace. During the Italian 

battles, the Czechoslovaks and Southern Slavs declared their independence. On 31st 
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October Hungary ended the personal union officially dissolving the Austro-Hungarian 

state. At the last Italian battles the Austro-Hungarian Army took to the field without 

any food and munition supply, and fought without any political supports for a de 

facto non-existent Empire. On the end of the decisive Italian British and French 

cooperating offensive at Vittorio Veneto, the disintegrated Austria-Hungary signed a 

general armistice in Padua on 3rd November 1918. 

Dissolution 

 

The Communists ruled multiethnic Budapest from 21st  March 1919 to 1st August 

1919. The statues of the Heroes Square of Budapest are covered with Communist 

symbols for May Day. At the basement of the original obelisk a new statue was 

erected: Marx with a worker and a peasant. The statues of historic heroes were 

toppled, Hungarian national symbols were banned in the name of internationalism. 

In the autumn of 1918, as a political result of German defeat on the western front in 

World War I, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy collapsed. In the capital cities of 

Vienna and Budapest the leftist and liberal movements and politicians (the opposition 

parties) strengthened and supported the separatism of ethnic minorities. These leftist 

or left-liberal pro-Entente maverick parties opposed the monarchy as a form of 

government and considered themselves internationalist rather than patriotic. 

Eventually, the German defeat and the minor revolutions in Vienna and Budapest 

gave political power to the left/liberal political parties. As it became apparent that the 

Allied powers of the British Empire, France, Italy and the United States would win 

World War I, nationalist movements which had previously been calling for a greater 

degree of autonomy for various areas started pressing for full independence. 

On 18th October United States Secretary of State Robert Lansing replied that the 

Allies were now committed to the causes of the Czechs, Slovaks and South Slavs. 

Therefore, Lansing said, autonomy for the nationalities – the tenth of the Fourteen 

Points – was no longer enough and Washington could not deal on the basis of the 

Fourteen Points any more. In fact, a Czechoslovak provisional government had joined 

the Allies on 14th October. The leaders of the South Slavs had already declared in 
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favor of uniting with Serbia in a large South Slav state by way of the 1917 Corfu 

Declaration signed by members of the Yugoslav Committee. 

The Lansing note was, in effect, the death certificate of Austria-Hungary. The 

national councils had already begun acting more or less as provisional governments 

of independent countries. With defeat in the war imminent after the Italian offensive 

in the Battle of Vittorio Veneto on 24th October Czech politicians peacefully took over 

command in Prague on 28th October (later declared the birthday of Czechoslovakia) 

and followed up in other major cities in the next few days. On 30th October, the 

Slovaks followed in Martin. On 29th October, the Slovenes declared their 

independence from Austria and joined the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs as 

had the Croatians, who had been ignoring orders from Budapest since the beginning 

of October. The Hungarian government terminated the personal union with Austria 

by 31st October, officially dissolving the Austro-Hungarian state. There was now 

nothing left of the Habsburg realm except its majority-German Alpine and Danubian 

provinces. 


